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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1968 


Local  Health  Office, 

15,  Nelson  Street, 

KING'S  LYNN. 

To:  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
of  the  Borough  of  King's  Lynn, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1968. 

The  untimely  death  of  Dr.  C.T.  Jones  in  January,  1969  was  a 
matter  of  great  regret.  His  unique  character,  his  courtesy  and 
gentle  humour  is  much  missed. 

The  mid-year  population  of  the  Borough  was  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  as  30,110  compared  with  28,370  last  year. 

There  were  551  live  births  and  356  deaths,  giving  a natural 
increase  of  195* 

There  was  therefore  an  influx  into  the  Borough  of  1,545  people. 
Both  birth  and  death  races  remained  steady. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


From  March  until  June  there  were  many  cases  of  dysentery  in 
our  schools.  72  cases  were  found  in  April  and  68  in  June,  a total 
of  140.  It  was  not  possible  to  find  the  source  of  the  outbreak 
but  thorough  cleansing  of  school  premises  was  undertaken  with  good 
result. 

Measles  notification  remained  high  at  193*  There  were  4 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  adults. 

Fortunately  our  school  population  shows  no  sign  of  this 
infection,  and  is  protected  by  B.C.G.  vaccination.  This  is 
sound  insurance  against  any  possible  recurrence  of  the  disease  in 
our  community. 

HOUSING 

I am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Architect  for  the  following 
figures:- 

95  families  were  rehoused  in  local  authority  houses  from 
unfit  dwellings. 

186  new  houses  were  built  by  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  substandard  houses  awaiting  action  under 
present  legislation  is  estimated  at  500. 
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I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  for 
their  kind  consideration  and  help  and  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  work  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  Public 
Health  Department  staff. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

JoM.  HANLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  (Registrar  General):  30,110 

Live  Births 


Number  Males  301  Females  250  Total  551 
Crude  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  18.3 
Corrected  rate  per  1,000  population  17*8 
Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  9.8 


(16.9) 


Still  Births 


Numbers  . 


Rate  per  1 ,000  total  Live  and  Stillbirths 
Total  Live  and  Stillbirths 


4 

Legitimate  3 
Illegitimate  1 


7 

555 


(14.0) 


Infant  Deaths 


Deaths  under  1 year  14 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  15.4  (l8.0) 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  birthsl4.9 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live 

births  0.5 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (death  under  four  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  4.4  ( 1 2 . 3 ) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week 

per  1 ,000  total  live  births)  3»3 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  one  week  combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and 

stillbirths)  18(25.0) 

Maternal  Mortality 

Number  of  deaths  0 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  0 

Deaths 

Males  1 77  Females  1 79  Total  356 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  population  11.8 

Corrected  Rate  per  1,000  population  11.0  ( 1 1 .9) 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  1 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus  1 6 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population  .53 

Cancer  other  forms  52 

Rate  per  1,000  population  1.7 

Births  exceeded  deaths  by  195 


(Figures  in  brackets  are  National  Averages  for  1968) 
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MORTALITY  FIGURES 


Deaths  by  Age  Groups 


0-4  weeks 

_ 

4 

4 weeks-1 yr. 

4 ...  - 

) 

! i 

1-5  yrs.  | 5-15  yrs.  ; 15-25  yrs. 

L - . . 

8 (8) 

6 (3) 

1 (1)  | 1 (1)  ; 3 (1) 

l 

24-45 

45-65  yrs. 

i 

65-75  .yrs.  ■ 75  yrs.  & over 

4 (4-) 

1*8  (77) 

93  (91)  | 192  (151 ) 

I i 

J i 

Figures  in  brackets  are  previous  year’s  totals. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  ACCORDING-  TO  DISEASES 


10 


Other  Diseases  of  Nervous 
System  etc. 


Classification  of  Deaths  according  to  Diseases  - (Continued) 
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Respiratory  System 
Peptic  Ulcer 
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TOTAL  214 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


VACCINATION 


Under  5 years 
5-15  years 


Primary 


Re-Vaccination 


293  (239) 

28  (6l) 

321  1300) 


8 (4) 
45  (40) 
53  I44T 


IIvPTJNISATI  ON 


Primary 


Re-Immunisation 


(a)  Diphtheria,  Y/hooping 


Cough,  Tetanus 

Under  5 years 

517 

(510) 

238  (163) 

6-l6  years 

37 

(29) 

397  (289) 

554 

T539T 

635  (452) 

(h)  Poliomyelitis 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

persons 

persons 

persons 

receivin 

g receiving 

receiving 

Sabin(oral)  Quadruple 

Salk 

Age  G-roup 

Vaccine 

Vaccine 

Vaccine 

Total 


Children  horn  in  1968 
Children  horn  in  1967 
Children  horn  in  1966 
Children  horn  in  1 965 
Children  horn  1961-64 
Others  under  Age  16 


135 

•- 

- 

135 

317 

- 

- 

317 

64 

- 

- 

64 

21 

- 

- 

21 

41 

- 

- 

41 

10 

- 

- 

10 

588 


588 


Persons  receiving  re-inforcing  doses  of  Poliomyelitis  Vaccine: 


Age  Group 

No.  of 

persons 

receiving 

Quadruple 

Vaccine 

No.  of 

persons 

receiving 

Salk 

Vaccine 

No.  of 
persons 
receiving 
Sabin  (Oral) 
Vaccine 

Total 

Children  born  in 

1968 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Children  born  in 

1967 

- 

- 

60 

60 

Children  born  in 

1966 

- 

- 

65 

65 

Children  born  in 

1965 

- 

- 

19 

19 

Children  born  in 

1961  -64 

- 

- 

343 

343 

Others  under  Age 

16 

- 

- 

32 

32 

— 

— 

519 

519 

(c)  Measles 

Age  G-roi 

Primary 

Re-Immunisation 

Children  born 

in  1968 

2 

- 

Children  born 

in  1 967 

71 

- 

Children  born 

in  1 9 66 

54 

- 

Children  born 

in  1 965 

64 

- 

Children  born 

1961-64 

491 

- 

Others  under  Age  16 

110 

- 

792 

— 

(The  vaccination  and  immunisation  figures  given  above 
are  for  the  combined  Freebriage  - King's  Lynn  area) 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1968 


1,  St»  Margaret’s  Place, 
KING'S  LYNN. 

To:  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  King's  Lynn. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fifth  Annual  Report  of  the 
work  carried  out  by  the  department  during  1968. 

The  year  saw  the  completion  of  primary  visits  of  examination 
to  known  Offices  and  Shops,  coming  within  the  purview  of  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railvray  Premises  Act,  19 63.  Much  work  of  reinspection 

remains  to  ensure  full  compliance  with  requirements  and  this  will 
remain  the  pattern  during  future  years  as  premises  are  subjected 
to  routine  periodical  examination,  and  new  premises  are  registered 
and  receive  their  primary  inspection.  This  has  been  an  undertaking 
of  very  considerable  proportion  and  the  staff  are  to  be  congratulated 
upon  their  display  of  tact,  understanding  and  efficiency,  resulting 
in  a smooth  and  effective  implementation. 

On  the  housing  front  considerable  inroads  are  being  made  to  rid 
the  town  of  its  unfit  houses.  Late  1967  saw  the  confirmation  of  the 
Windsor  Road  area,  which  was,  up  to  that  time,  the  largest  Clearance 
Area  ever  to  be  tackled  within  the  to wn.  During  1968  the  South 

Clough  Lane  Area  was  represented  and  subjected  to  Public  Inquiry  late 
in  the  year.  This  was  an  old  and  congested  area  of  the  town, 
containing  more  houses  than  had  ever  before  been  taken  in  "one  bite". 
The  effect  of  eliminating  these  two  areas  has  reduced  the  outstanding 
Clearance  programme  very  substantially. 

Considerable  industrial  development  took  place  during  the  year 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  commissioning  of  new  industrial 
processes  has  not  added  significantly  to  general  environmental 
pollution.  There  is  no  doubt  that  time  spent  in  research,  supervision 
and  control  has  resolved  or  minimised  many  potential  pollution  problems 
and  this  has  done  a great  deal  to  assist  new  industry  to  settle 
harmoniously  into  its  new  surroundings.  King's  Lynn  is  a tovm  of 
semi  rural  character  and  outlook  and  its  history  dictates  that  so 
will  it  largely  remain.  This  means  that  its  residents  are 
unfamiliar  with  problems  of  serious  pollution  and  will  not  tolerate 
any  appreciable  deterioration  of  their  environment.  This  fact 
places  a particular  onus  on  industrialists,  whether  new  or  old, 
to  consider  carefully  the  effect  of  their  industries  upon  the 
environment. 
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The  year  saw  the  reorganisation  of  the  structure  and 
administration  of  the  local  authority,  along  the  lines  propounded 
by  the  Maud  Committee  in  their  recommendations  on  Management  of 
Local  Government.  This  resulted  in  a considerable  reduction  in 
the  numbers  of  Committees  and  a consequent  broadening  of  their 
sphere  of  activity  and  responsibility.  In  addition  the  scope 
of  Committees  was  reappraised  by  the  introduction  of  a Policy 
Committee.  From  an  Officer's  point  of  view,  authority  was 
delegated  as  far  as  possible,  particularly  to  the  Statutory 
Officers  of  the  Council.  The  Health  and  Housing  Committees 
were  merged  together  to  form  one  comprehensive  unit,  dealing 
with  both  aspects  of  the  Authority's  work.  The  delegation  of 
functions  has  facilitated  the  streamlining  of  statutory  procedures, 
and  a more  efficient  performance  of  public  health  functions  has 
thereby  been  made  possible.  It  has,  at  the  same  time,  increased 
the  responsibility  and  accountability  of  those  Officers  who  may 
authorise  the  exercise  of  delegated  powers,  acting,  as  they  do, 
on  behalf  of  the  Council.  The  changes  have  however  brought 
disadvantage  also,  perhaps  the  most  intractable  of  which  is  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  keeping  members  informed  of  the  Department's 
activities  - a desirable  reduction  in  paper  work  flawing  to 
Committees  leads  to  a reduction  in  information  available  to  members. 
This  is  a difficulty  which  I would  like  to  see  overcome,  as  it 
must  be  almost  impossible  for  the  new  and  inexperienced  Member 
to  understand  the  functions  which  the  Department  undertakes,  or 
the  responsibilities  which  the  Council  carry. 

One  change  occurred  in  the  professional  staff  during  the 
year,  when  one  of  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  left 
to  take  up  an  appointment  in  Zambia.  We  were  fortunate  indeed 
to  replace  him  with  a colleague  from  a neighbouring  area. 

The  early  days  of  January,  1969  saw  the  death  of  Dr.  C.T.  Jones, 
after  a protracted  illness.  Dr.  Jones  served  the  Borough  as  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  for  some  7^  years  and  is  greatly  missed.  He  was 
a man  of  kindly  nature,  generous  of  thought,  with  a sincere  concern 
and  regard  for  his  fellow  man.  Those  associated  with  him  and  some 
of  the  people  in  the  town  on  whose  behalf  he  acted,  have  reason  to 
regret  his  untimely  death. 

In  concluding  these  opening  words  to  my  report  I wish  to  record 
my  thanks  for  the  encouragement  and  support  which  I have  received  from 
the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  along  with  my 
colleagues  in  other  departments.  Thanks  are  especially  due  to  my 
staff,  whose  work  over  the  year  is  reflected  in  the  following  pages; 
my  Deputy  calling  for  a particular  "thank  you"  for  his  conscientious 
and  loyal  support  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Bryan  R.  Beaumont, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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STATISTICS  OF  AREA 


Area  in  acres 

6,  687 

Population  Estimate  mid  1968 

30,110 

Average  no.  of  persons  per  acre 

4.35 

No.  of  inhabited  houses 

10,265 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre 

1.53 

Average  no.  of  persons  per  house 

2.9 

R.V. 

£1 ,681 ,370 

Product  of  Id.  rate 

£7,194 
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INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Public  Health  Acts 
1936-61 

Total  examinations  and  visits 

799 

Housing  Acts, 

1937-64 

G-eneral  inspections 

Improvement  G-rants 

2136 

90 

Clean  Air  Act 

Total  inspections  and  visits 

66 

Food  and  Drugs 

Total  inspections  and  visits 

204 

Food  Hygiene 

Total  inspections  and  visits 
Premises 

Markets 

573 

567 

Infectious  Diseases 

Total  visits  and  investigations 

1984 

Caravan  Sites 

Total  inspections  and  visits 

18 

Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act 

Total  inspections  and  visits 

398 

Port  Health 

Total  inspections  and  visits 
Vessels  boarded  and  inspected 

720 

286 

Rodent  Control 

Total  visits  and  treatments 

3509 

Interviews 

Various 

394 

Factories  Act 

Total  inspections  and  visits 

44 

Noise  Control 

Visits 

12 
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HOUSING 


Repair  - Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

Total  number  of  houses  repaired  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  (All  Acts)  14 

Section,  9,10  & 1 6 Housing  Act,  1957 
Number  of  notices  served  Informal  Nil;  Formal  3 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  notices 

(a)  by  owner  2 

(b)  by  local  authority  Nil 

Public  Health  Acts  (and  similar  local  Acts) 

Number  of  notices  served  Informal  35;  Formal  15 

Number  of  houses  repaired  after  service  of  notices :- 

(a)  by  owner  11 

(b)  by  local  authority  1 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  one  owner  as 
the  result  of  v^hich  a fine  of  £5  was  imposed. 

Beyond  Repair  - Housing  Act,  1957 

Number  of  undertakings  accepted  (Section  l6) 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  (Section  17) 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  (Section  17) 

Number  of  houses  demolished  following 

Demolition  Order 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  (Section  18) 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined  (Section  17) 

Clearance  Are as 

Public  Inquiries  held 

Pete  Area  No,  of  dwellings 

12.11.68  South  Clough  Lane  187 

Action  taken  during  the  year 

Houses  demolished  by  local  authority  or  owners :- 


( a ) unfit  43 

(b)  others  41 

Numbers  displaced: - 

(a)  individuals  225 

(b)  families  95 


11 

6 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

1 
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Improvement  Grants 


(a)  Standard  G-rants 


Number  of  Applications 


(i)  Received 

Owner/ Occupier 

30 

Tenanted  Houses 

11 

(ii)  Approved 

Owner/Occupier 

30 

Tenanted  Houses 

9 

(iii)  Refused 

Owner/Occupier 

Nil 

Tenanted  Houses 

Nil 

Number  of  Dwellings  Improved 

(i)  Owner/Occupiers 

22 

(ii)  Tenanted 

5 

Amount  paid  in  G-rants 

£4055.  5.  9. 

Average  Grant  per  house 

£150.  3.  11. 

Amenities  provided 

(i)  Fixed  Bath 

18 

( ii ) Shower 

Nil 

(iii)  Wash-hand  Basin 

20 

(iv)  Hot  water  supply 

(to  any  fittings) 

23 

(v)  Water  Closet 

(within  the  dwelling) 

23 

(vi)  Food  Store 

18 

Discretionary  Grants 

Number  of  Applications 

(i)  Received 

1 

(ii)  Approved 

3 

(iii)  Refused 

Nil 

Amount  paid  in  Grants 

£399.  7.  4. 

Number  of  Dwellings  improved  - 

(i)  Owner/Occupier 

Nil 

(ii)  Tenanted 

1 
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Rent  Act,  1957 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  legislation  during  the  year. 


Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

Total  number  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  39 

Numbfer  of  houses  estimated  to  need  attention 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1961  10 

Number  of  houses  on  which  the  notices  of 
intention  have  been  served  for:- 

(a)  Management  Orders  (Section  12)  Nil 

(b)  Directions  on  overcrowding  (Section  19)  Nil 

Number  of  houses  on  which  have  been  made 

(a)  Management  Orders  Nil 

(b)  Directions  on  overcrowding  Nil 

Number  of  notices  served: - 

(a)  to  make  good  neglect  of  proper  standards 

of  management  (Section  14)  Nil 

(b)  to  require  additional  services  or 

facilities  (Section  15)  3 

Number  of  notices  complied  with:- 

(a)  by  owner  A 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  Nil 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough. 
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FOOD  PROTECTION 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  is  no  longer  any  slaughtering  taking  place  within 
the  local  authority  area. 

Large  quantities  of  meat,  for  human  consumption,  are  stored 
at  a cold  store  within  the  Borough,  this  meat  is  subject  to 
routine  check  and  inspection  by  the  department. 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  processing  plants  within  the  Borough,  Inspec- 
tion is  confined  to  the  birds  stored  or  exposed  for  sale  at  retail 
premises,  and,  as  part  of  the  routine  work  of  the  department,  all 
poulterers  and  butchers  shops  are  visited  and  all  poultry  inspected 
during  the  Christmas  season. 

UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED  OR  CONDEMNED 


Tons 

Cwt . 

Qrs. 

Lbs.  | 

Meat  at  Retail  Shops 

— 

17 

1 

i 

- 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

- 

- 

2 

4 | 

Canned  Meat 

- 

5 

3 

20  ' 

Fish 

- 

3 

1 

- 1 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

- 

4 

2 

8 i 

Other  Foods 

29 

12 

0 

17  ‘ 

j 

31 

3 

2 

21  j 

Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilization) 

Regul; 

?>ticns 

As  in  previous  years,  the  work  involved  in  the  controlling  of 
scrap  meat  and  offals  being  dumped  in  this  country  for  the  purpose 
of  its  conversion  into  pet 'foods,  continues  to  increase.  The 
large  cold  store,  situated  within  the  Borough  continues  to  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  bulk  storing  this  material  on  its  arrival  in 
this  country,  prior  to  its  movement  to  factories  for  processing 
into  pet  food  stuff. 

Although  the  legislative  control  over  movement  of  this  unfit 
material  is  inadequate;  as  the  result  of  the  closest  co-operation 
between  this  Department,  the  Company  storing  and  the  Company 
processing  this  material, an  accurate  system  of  record  keeping  is 
operative,  which  results  in  a far  more  realistic  control  being 
maintained  over  these  products. 

The  bulk  store  in  question  is  subject  to  frequent  and  routine 
inspection  by  a member  of  my  staff,  when  the  contents  are  not  only 
examined,  but  checked  against  the  records  being  maintained  by  the 
Company  concerned  and  the  Department.  All  Local  Authorities  to 
which  consignments  are  forwarded  are  notified. 
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CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION 


Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 


Number  of  Samples 

Unsatisfactory  Reports 

Formal 

Informal 

Analysis 

Labelling 

Food 

50 

16 

6 

2 

Drugs 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Details  of  Unsatisfactory  Samples 


Cooked  Ham 


Meat  Pies 


Malt  Vinegar 


Pork  Sausages 


This  was  a tinned  product,  which  on 
analysis  was  found  to  contain  siliceous 
matter  and  iron.  It  would  appear  that 
this  product  had  been  contaminated  with 
the  tinning  from  the  container,  and 
following  further  investigation,  no 
formal  action  was  taken  in  this  case. 

Found  to  be  deficient  in  meat  as  required 
by  the  Meat  Pie  and  Sausage  Roll  Regulations 
of  1967.  This  sample  v/as  taken  prior 
to  the  operative  date  of  these  Regulations 
and  the  deficiency  in  meat  was  drawn  to 
the  attention  of  the  manufacturer. 

Found  to  contain  small  amount  of  fungus 
(non-viable) . This  matter  was  taken 
up  with  the  manufacturers  who  carried 
out  a detailed  investigation,  resulting 
in  the  withdrawal  of  remaining  stock 
from  the  premises  where  the  sample  was 
obtained.  No  legal  proceedings  taken 
in  this  case. 

Found  to  be  slightly  below  standard  in 
regard  to  total  meat  content.  Meat 
deficiency  in  this  case  was  so  slight 
that  a further  check  sample  of  this 
product  was  obtained  which  proved  satis- 
factory. 


A formal  sample  of  pork  chipolatas  was  obtained  from  a large 
nationally  operated  store.  Immediately  following  the  purchase 
of  the  sample  it  was  pointed  out  to  the  sampling  officer,  that  the 
product  was  wrongly  labelled  and  should  have  been  labelled  "Cambridge 
Sausage,"  since  it  contained  a mixture  of  pork  and  beef.  The 
result  was  declared  as  being  genuine,  since  the  total  meat  content 
was  in  excess  of  the  legal  minimum  relating  to  pork  sausages  i.e. 

65%  meat.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  present  analytical 
methods  preclude  any  attempt  to  differentiate  between  beef  and  pork. 
No  further  action  was  taken  in  this  matter. 
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Residual  Pesticides 


The  National  scheme  for  the  sampling  of  specific  foodstuff 
for  residual  pesticides  was  completed  during  the  current  year. 

This  Authority  co-operated  in  this  survey,  particularly  because 
of  the  intricate  analytical  procedures  that  applied  and  the 
expense  involved  in  the  analysis  for  this  specific  contamination. 
The  idea  of  combining  the  efforts  of  a number  of  selected  food 
and  drugs  authorities  on  a Nationwide  basis  would  appear  to  have 
certain  advantages  when  a survey  involving  details  on  a specific 
contamination  is  required. 

The  National  results  of  this  survey  are  available  in  a 
publication  prepared  by  the  Association  of  Municipal  Corporations. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL 
Total  number  of  samples  taken 
Ice-Cream  Samples 


105 


r - 

i 

i 

Mobiles 

Premises 

( 

| 

, Grade 

I 

II 

III  IV 

I II  III 

IV  ! 

1 

1 

Soft  Ice-Cream 

25 

9 

5 5 

5 2 3 

1 

1 

i ! 

! Other  Ice-Cream 

1 

Nil  Nil  Nil 

2 Nil  2 

1 i 

i 

As  in  previous  years  the  results  above  indicate  that  most 
interest  and  sampling  has  been  centred  on  soft  ice  cream 
production  and  distribution. 

Certainly  the  results  indicate  an  overall  improvement  in 
the  general  standard  being  maintained  by  the  retailers  of  this 
particular  product.  All  the  unsatisfactory  results  indicated 
above  were  found  to  be  associated  with  inadequate  cleaning 
techniques.  Following  advice  by  this  department  check  samples 
were  taken  to  ensure  that  a satisfactory  standard  was  being 
achieved. 

There  is  no  cause  however  for  complacency  regarding  the 
ice  cream  indistry,  particularly  that  relating  to  retail  sale 
from  mobile  vehicles.  Retailers  have  to  be  continually  reminded 
of  their  responsibilities  to  the  purchasing  public  now  that  the 
responsibility  for  producing  a safe,  bacteriologically  pure 
product  rests  with  them,  and  not  with  the  processing  factory, 
as  is  the  case  with  the  traditional  packed,  wrapped  product. 
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Other  Foods 

Number 

Sample 

Number  Taken 

Unsatisfactory 

Milk 

4 

Nil 

Shellfish 

4 

Nil 

Cooked  Meat 

4 

Nil 

Fresh  Cream 

3 

1 

One  of  the  town's  older  industries,  shellfish,  continued  to 
receive  considerable  attention  from  the  department  during  the 
year.  Although  the  actual  number  of  bacteriological  samples 
taken  were  relatively  low  in  number,  nevertheless,  a great  deal 
of  the  work  carried  out  was  related  to  the  detailed  investigation 
which  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Technology  (Humber 
Laboratory)  working  in  co-operation  with  this  department  during 
the  previous  year.  Generally  the  work  involved  the  inspection 
of  processors  premises,  the  preparation  of  schedules  of  work  of 
improvement  and  the  re-appraisal  of  the  various  processing 
techniques  at  present  in  operation. 

During  the  year  all  premises  of  outworkers  involved  in 
peeling  shrimps,  and  subject  to  registration  under  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955>  were  examined.  Registrations 
were  renewed  with  the  exception  of  those  that  were  below  standard 
or  where  work  had  discontinued.  The  carrying  on  of  this  type 
of  outwork  continues  to  be  an  essential  part  of  the  shrimp  industry. 
Although  this  involves  the  handling  of  food  which  is  to  be  dis- 
couraged and  in  most  cases  is  prohibited  by  law,  I am  satisfied 
that  the  general  standard  being  maintained  is  compatible  with 
general  food  handling  practice. 

Milk  and  Milk  Production 

Bacteriological  samples  of  pasteurised  and  sterilised  milk 
were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  8 milk  churn  rinses  and  12  washed  milk 
bottles  were  submitted  for  examination.  All  results  proved  to 
be  satisfactory. 

Brucella  Abortus 

No  raw  milk  is  sold  in  the  Borough. 

Water 


Routine  bacteriological  examination  of  water  from  the 
municipal  swimming  pool  (situated  in  The  7/alks),  was  carried 
out'  during  the  year. 
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Results 

Number  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Swimming  Pool  Samples  97  2 


Following  unsatisfactory  results  of  samples  from  the 
childrens  paddling  pool  over  the  years,  it  was  decided  that 
the  pool  ’would  not  be  filled  during  the  current  year  and  was 
not  available  for  paddling  purposes. 

The  procedure  that  was  brought  into  operation  last  year 
whereby  a member  of  my  staff  visited  the  swimming  pool  at 
regular  intervals  to  carry  out  visual  tests  to  check  the 
residual  chlorine  and  pH  levels  continued  to  be  carried  out 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Under  this  system,  a much 
closer  control  of  the  pool  from  a water  quality  viewpoint  is 
maintained. 

During  the  year  advice  was  given  to  the  owner  of  a private 
swimming  pool  regarding  its  maintencance  and  the  achievement  of 
satisfactory  bacteriological  standards. 

Concern  was  expressed  regarding  a local  dairy,  where  water 
supply  for  cooling  purposes,  was  obtained  from  a shallow  well. 

This  water  was  chlorinated  by  hand  and,  although  the  standard 
thus  obtained  was  bacteriologically  satisfactory,  nevertheless, 
in  view  of  the  contaminated  state  of  the  original  water  it  was 
felt  that  to  rely  on  manual  chlorination  was  not  adequate, 
and  it  was  eventually  agreed  that  the  dairy  would  give  conside- 
ration to  the  replacement  of  this  system. 

Export  Food 

There  was  a marked  increase  in  the  volume  of  tinned  food- 
stuff being  manufactured  in  local  food  factories  for  export  all 
over  the  world.  This  material  is  inspected  by  the  department 
with  a view  to  the  issuing  of  the  necessary  certificates  as  to 
quality  and  purity  of  each  consignment.  These  certificates 
accompany  each  consignment  and  have  to  be  available  for  inspection 
at  the  time  of  arrival  at  the  foreign  destination.  During  the 
past  year  88  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 

Egg  Pasteurisation 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  Borough. 


28 


FOOD  COMPLAINTS 


Commodity 

No. 

Adulterant 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

Abnormal  flavour 

Cheese 

1 

Stale  and  mouldy  condition 

Cress 

1 

Alleged  abnormal  flavour 

Carrots 

1 

Poor  quality  of  tinned 
carrots 

Hamburgers 

1 

Spotty  discolouration  on 
surface  of  product 

Hops 

1 

Contained  wood  screw 

Ice  Cream  Sundae 

1 

Maggot 

Lobster 

1 

Decomposed 

Milk  Bottle 

1 

Dirty 

Frozen  Fish 

1 

Contained  paper 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 

1 

Mouldy 

1 

Found  to  contain  fly 

Breakfast  Cereal 

1 

Alleged  to  contain  hair 

Bloater 

1 

Decomposed 

Bread 

1 

Mouldy 

1 

Contained  fly 

Each  of  these  complaints  was  the  subject  of  detailed 
investigation  and  in  6 cases,  warning  letters  indicating  the 
seriousness  of  the  matter  were  sent  to  the  persons  or  Company 
concerned. 
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There  has  been  a marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  complaints 
received  during  the  year,  regarding  food,  particularly  that 
relating  to  mouldy  conditions.  It  might  be  that  the  continuous 
efforts  being  made  to  emphasise  the  proper  rotation  of  stock, 
including  the  provision  of  a simple  coding  system  by  the  retailer, 
are  at  last  beginning  to  have  some  practical  effect  - time  alone 
will  tell. 

Several  complaints  received  warrant  further  comment: - 

The  first  of  these  relates  to  a complaint  of  red  colouration 
on  the  surface  of  a proprietory  hamburger.  On  investigation, 
it  was  found  that  this  occurred  during  the  cooking  of  the  product. 
The  cause  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  addition  of  soya  flour  to 
the  batter  which  coated  the  actual  hamburger. 

A complaint  was  received  of  particles  of  dirt  being  contained 
in  a bottle  of  milk.  On  checking  at  the  Dairy  it  was  found  that 
the  plant  in  use  was  of  the  highest  order,  and  one  could  not 
criticise  either  the  methods  adopted,  or  the  means  of  operation. 

It  would  seem  that  had  legal  proceedings  been  initiated  these 
would  have  been  on  a punitive  basis  only  and  would  have  achieved 
notliing.  Certainly  in  the  light  of  present  knowledge  there  is 
little  the t can  be  done  to  completely  eradicate  the  likelihood 
of  microscopic  detritus  gaining  access  into  the  final  milk  product. 

A coi  plaint  was  also  received  regarding  the  unsatisfactory 
cone  it ion  of  a lobster  that  had  been  sold  by  a local  fish  merchant. 
On  being  c pened  the  interior  appeared  to  be  in  an  advanced  state 
of  c'.ecompc  sition,  but  on  investigation  it  was  satisfactorily 
shown  that  the  lobster  had  in  fact  only  been  caught  by  local 
fishermen  the  day  prior  to  its  retail  sale.  It  was  eventually 
found  that  the  lobster  had  doubtless  been  feeding  on  material 
which,  following  normal  digestive  processes,  had  given  rise  to 
this  objectionable  black  content  of  the  gut  which  had  inadver- 
tently been  split  during  normal  dressing  and  allowed  to  contaminate 
the  remainder  of  the  lobster. 

Alleged  hair  contamination  of  proprietory  breakfast  cereal 
was  found  on  examination  not  to  be  embedded  in  the  product,  but 
lying  on  the  surface.  The  hairs  were  found  to  be  of  an  extremely 

fine  texture  and  almost  certainly  from  a child,  and  the  remainder 
were  identified  as  animal  hair  possibly  from  a cat.  This 

particular  item  is  of  interest  to  indicate  the  detail  to  which 
examination  can  be  carried  out. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 

Food  Premises  subject  to  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960 


31 


* Normally  inspected  in  conjunction  with  other  business 


OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 


Registration  at  31 st  December,  1968  of  premises  under  the  Offices, 


Shops 

and  Railway  Premises  Act, 

1963 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

registered  | 

Premises 

registered 

Premises 

Class  of  premises 

registered 

Premises 

receiving  j 

during 

at  end  of 

a general 

the  year 

year 

inspection 
during  the  year! 

Offices 

11 

137 

59 

Retail  Shops 

15 

217 

109 

Y/holesale  Shops, Warehouses 

Catering  Establishments 

24 

13 

open  to  the  public 

1 

17 

5 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

6 

5 

TOTAL 

27 

401 

191 

1 

(A  general  inspection  is  one  in  which  the  firm’s  overall 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in  general  is  assessed 
and  may  well  involve  one  or  more  visits  of  inspection. ) 


Total  visits  of  inspection  398 

Employees  Covered  by  Registration  at  31st  December,  1968:- 


Offices 

1362 

Retail  Shops 

1324 

Y/holesale  D'epts.,  etc. 

298 

Catering  Establishments 

229 

Canteens 

11 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

92 

Male 

1556 

Female 

1760 

Notification  of  Accidents 

In  the  period  under  review  15  non-fatal  accident  notifi- 
cations were  received.  10  of  these  were  subject  to  investi- 
gation, as  a result  of  which  informal  advice  was  given. 
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Enforcement 


Intimation  of  the  following  deficiencies  were  given: - 


Cleanliness 

53 

Supply  of  drinking  water 

10 

Overcrowding 

1 

Accommodation  for  clothing 

10 

Temperature 

15 

Sitting  Facilities 

1 

Ventilation 

11 

Seats  for  Sedentary  Workers 

Nil 

Lighting 

18 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs 

52 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

56 

First  Aid  General  Provisions 

30 

Abstract  Displayed 

A8 

Fencing  of  Machinery 

19 

Washing  Facilities 

39 

Observations 


During  the  past  year  general  inspection  of  all  registered 
premises  was  completed  and  the  emphasis  of  work  has  now  swung 
to  the  re-inspection  and  checking  of  outstanding  deficiencies. 

During  the  initial  general  inspection  of  premises  subject 
to  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  legislation  a total 
of  1 ,974-  deficiencies  have  been  found. 

The  next  phase  of  this  work  will  undoubtedly  be  the 
checking  of  all  premises  within  the  Authority  to  ensure  that 
there  has  been  no  failure  to  register  as  required  by  this 
legislation. 
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CLEAN  AIR 


Height  of  Chimneys 

Number  of  Plans  submitted  (Sections  3 and  10)  4 

Numbers  approved:  (a)  without  modification  4 

(b)  with  modification  Nil 

Number  of  Chimneys  erected  not  complying 
with  the  approved  plans  Nil 

Number  of  Chimneys  erected  outside  the 
control  of  Section  10  Nil 

Smoke  Observations 

Observations  taken  26 

Number  of  contraventions  recorded  12 

Verbal  and  written  advice  offered  5 

Prosecutions  taken  Nil 

Industrial  Pollution 


During  the  earlier  part  of  the  year,  a factory  which 
manufactures  weed  killer  installed  a wet  scrubber  plant. 

Thus  had  previously  given  rise  to  considerable  concern  as  the 
result  ol  excessive  discharge  of  this  product,  causing 
extensive  damage  to  crops  and  vegetation  adjoining  the  factory 
The  results  obtained  have  been  most  encouraging  and  vegetation 
which  had  previously  been  blighted  has  now  recovered  and  grows 
normally. 

Co-operation  with  incoming  industry  regarding  potential 
problems  arising  from  manufacturing  processes,  continues  to 
be  an  important  aspect  of  the  department’s  work. 

Domestic  Pollution 

The  first  Smoke  Control  area  incorporating  Pair stead 
Estate  which  will  ultimately  consist  of  some  2,400  dwellings 
became  operative  on  the  1st  July,  1968. 

Evidence  has  now  been  prepared  for  the  submission  of  the 
second  area  which  will  incorporate  Ref f ley  Estate,  an  area  of 
private  development  which  will  eventually  comprise  some  550 
dwellings . 
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WATER  'SUPPLY 


1.  The  water  supply  was  entirely  satisfactory  during  1968 
both  for  quality  and  quantity.  Continuous  and  regular  sampling 
was  undertaken  from  consumers  taps  in  the  town  and  surrounding 
districts  and  all  raw  water  before  chlorination  at  Gayton, 
Hillington  and  Congham  Pumping  Stations.  Altogether  638 
samples  were  taken  and  forwarded  for  analysis.  Of  the  259 
samples  collected  from  consumers  taps,  all  except  6 were 
entirely  satisfactory. 

2.  Samples  have  also  been  examined  for  chemical  condition. 

The  analysis  does  not  differ  materially  from  that  reported  in 
previous  years.  Typical  analysis  reads  as  follows 

Certifioate  of  Analysis  of  Water 

Sample  received  2nd  December,  1968  from  King’s  Lynn  Borough 

Engineer 

Marked  Raw  water  - Gayton  Waterworks 

Appearance  when  received  - Clear 

Nature  of  Deposit  - Nil 

Colour  - Nil  Odour  - Nil 

pH  - 7.35  Taste  - Satisfactory 

Results  of  Chemical  Analysis  in  Parts  per  Million 


Ammoniacal  nitrogen 

neg.  trs 

Albuminoid  nitrogen 

0.01 

Nitrate  nitrogen 

8 

Nitrite  nitrogen 

Nil 

Chloride  as  Cl 

18 

Permanganate  Value  (4hr) 

0.14 

Hardness  as  CaC03  Total 

255 

Carbonate  (temporary) 

200 

Non-carbonate  (permanent) 

55 

Free  carbon  dioxide 

12 

Total  solids  (at  l80°C) 

325 

Iron  (total) 

0.10 

Metals  in  solution 

Nil 
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Opinion 


The  organic  quality  of  this  water  is  very  good  and  the 
analysis  shows  no  sign  of  pollution.  A small  increase  in 
the  nitrate  content  has  occurred  since  the  water  was  analysed 
in  1967  (our  Cert.,  U353)  and  the  trace  of  lead  noticed  on  that' 
occasion  is  no  longer  present.  In  our  opinion  this  water  is 
suitable  for  drinking  and  general  purposes. 

for  Lincolne,  Sutton  and  Wood  Ltd., 

Eric  C.  Wood. 

3.  The  waste  detection  service  has  continued  following  the 
normal  pattern  of  monthly  night  tests  and  each  of  18  detection 
meter  districts  followed  by  valve  tests  and  house  to  house 
soundings  in  those  areas  which  show  an  unduly  high  night 
consumption  figurec  During  the  year  4, 806  defects  were  detected 
and  repaired  satisfactorily.  Of  this  figure  over  4,150  related 
to  stop  taps,  house  supplies  and  pipes  and  house  fittings. 

4.  The  total  consumption  of  water  for  1968  was  once  again 
more  than  during  the  previous  year  by  both  the  domestic  user 
anc  industrial  consumer.  The  tohl  quantity  of  water  delivered 
into  supply  was  1,443  million  gallons,  an  increase  of  107 
million  gallons  over  the  previous  year.  The  total  quantity 
was  made  ip  of  56O  million  gallons  for  domestic  use,  779  million 
gallons  for  industrial  consumption  and  109  million  gallons  in 

bull:  supply  to  the  Freebridge  Lynn  Rural  District. 

5.  A total  of  7,506  yards  of  new  distribution  mains  was  laid 
and  59  new  connections  made  to  the  mains. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING- 

There  is  no  material  change  to  record  in  this  section  of 
the  Corporation's  work.  Street  cleansing  is  carried  out  by 
mechanical  means  supplemented  by  manual  labour.  Street  gullies 
receive  attention  by  means  of  mechanical  gulley  emptier s. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


This  service  has  continued  smoothly  over  the  year  with 
an  increase  in  number  of  properties  coming  on  to  the  paper  sack 
system  which  is  now  used  for  all  new  Corporation  Housing  Develop- 
ments. The  use  of  bulk  containers  for  commercial  premises  and 
also  for  the  larger  residential  units  is  also  being  extended. 
Disposal  continues  by  means  of  controlled  tipping.  Space  for 
this  purpose  within  the  Borough  Boundaries  is  becoming  difficult 
to  find. 

(I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Engineer  for  the  above 
information  concerning  'Water  Supply  and  Public  Cleansing). 
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TOTAL 


OUTWORK 
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NOISE  CONTROL 


Total  number  of  complaints  received  4 
Total  number  investigated  4 
Total  number  of  visits  12 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT 

Supervision  at  all  local  livestock  markets,  together  with 
the  issuing  of  licences  as  required  Was  carried  out  by  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Inspector.  In  addition,  routine  inspections 
are  made  of  all  pi<^  keepers  premises. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT 

3 licences  were  operating  throughout  the  year  in  respect 
of  the  keeping  of  Pet  Shops. 


CARAVANS 


9 licences  were  operating  throughout  the  year  in  respect 
of  caravan  sites  which  covered  a total  of  36  individual  caravans, 
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-RODENT  CONTROL 


Properties  other  than  sewers 

1 . Number  of  properties 
in  district 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of 

pr operties 
(including  nearby 
premises)  inspected 
following  notifi- 
cation 

(b)  Number  infested  by 
(i)  rats 
(ii)  mice 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of 

properties  inspected  j 
for  rats  and/or  mice  j 
for  reasons  other 
than  notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by 
(i)  rats 
(ii)  mice 


TYPE  OF  .PROPERTY 


Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

11906 

54 

j 

i 


271 

34 

192 

j 34 

79 

I 

328 

1 

16 

260 

4 

60 

— 

During  the  year  routine  treatment  for  rats  in  sewers 
within  the  town  continued  using  the  poison  "1081”  based  on 
f louracetamide . 

Considerable  interest  was  shown  regarding  the  new  concept 
of  rodent  control  which  had  been  initiated  during  the  previous 
year.  As  a result  of  this  publicity  was  given  through  the 
media  of  both  radio  and  television. 
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KING’S  LYNN  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


and 


Chief  Port  Health  Inspector 


PORT  OF  KING- 1 S LYNN 


Section  1 Staff 
Table  A 


Name  of 
| Official 

Nature  of 
' Appointment 

Date  of 
Appoint- 
ment 

| Qualifi- 
| cations 

J 

! 

Other  Appoint- 
ments held 

j CoT.  JONES 

| 

j 

( 

| 

1 

♦ 

I 

i— — — — — - — — 

Port  Medical 
j Officer  of 
Health 

i 

i 

1 

1 

j 

1 .5.61 

| 

I 

1 

I 

I 

j 

nmm  -■* 

i MoR.CoSo, 

L 0R  0 C 0 P 0 , 
D.PoHo  & 

; D0I.H0 

1 ! 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health, 
Borough  of  K.L. 

& Freebridge 

Lynn  R0D0C.  Ass. 
County  Medical 
Officer  N.C.C. 

B»  R c 

BEAUMONT 

! Chief  Port 
Health 
; Inspector 

i 

■ 31.8.64 

i 

i 

M0A.P0H0I 

1 MoRoS.H. 

Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector 
Borough  of  K.L. 

EoJ o HACKER 

Deputy  Chief 
Port  Health 
Inspector 

2.11.64 

M0A.P0H0I 

M0R0S.H0 

1 

‘ 

Deputy  Chief 
Public  Health 
Inspector, 
Borough  of  K.L.  ' 

EoR.  POTTS 

Additional 

Port  Health 
Inspector 

25.4.66 

MoA.P.H.I 

' 

} 

Additional 

Public  Health 
Inspector 

Borough  of  K.Lo 

No  GREEN - 
ACRE 

' 

— — — — n 4 

Additional 

Port  Health 
Inspector 

I 

19.7.66 

Till 

18.9.68 

M.A.P.HoI 0 

i 

j 

Additional 

Public  Health 
Inspector  - 

Borough  of  K.L.  j 

VoJo  G-EORG-E  j 

Additional 

Port  Health 
Inspector 

1 

j 

i 

9.9.68 

| 

MoA.PoHoI  i 

i 

1 

1 

| 

1 

Additional 

Public  Health 
Inspector, 

Borough  of  K.Lo 

Address  and  Telephone  Numbers  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health: - 


Office:  15,  Nelson  Street,  King’s  Lynn  - Telephone  King's  Lynn  3643 

Residence:  ''Acacia  Lodge'1,  G-rimston  Road,  South  7/ootton,  King’s  Lynn. 

Telephone  King’s  Lynn  4195 

Address  and  Telephone  Numbers  of  the  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector: - 

Office:  1,  St.  Margaret's  Place,  King's  Lynn 

Telephone  King's  Lynn  5001-8 

Extn.  49 

Residence:  "Coley",  22,  Parkhill,  Middleton,  King's  Lynn 

Telephone  Middleton  369 
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:ipal  Ports  Rotterdam:  Antwerp:  Hamburg:  Bremen:  Stettin:  Hamina:  Aarhus: 

which  Ships  Leningrad:  G-dansk:  Terneuzen:  Amsterdam: 


Section  TV 


Inland  Barge  Traffic 


Nil 

Section  V Water  Supply 

No  Change 

Section  VI  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952/1966 

No  Change 

Section  VII  Smallpox 

(1 ) Hospital 

By  arrangements  of  the  East  Anglian  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  the  Smallpox  Hospital  for  this 
area  is:- 

St.  Helen’s  Hospital, 

IPSWICH „ 

(2)  Transport 

The  Ambulance  Transport  is  provided  by  the 
Ipswich  Ambulance  Service. 

(3)  Smallpox  Consultants 

(a)  Dr.  W„Ao  Oliver,  M„B„E<,,  Norfolk  and  Norwich 

Hospital,  Norwich. 

(b)  Dr.  DoF.  Hadman,  The  Old  Vicarage,  Bedingham, 

Woodton,  Norfolk. 

(c)  Dr.  R.Ao  Bead.erj  Elm  Street,  Ipswich. 

(4)  Facilities  for  Laboratory  Diagnosis  of  Smallpox 

Specimens  would  be  sent  to  Dr.  A.D.  Macrea, 

Virus  Reference  Laboratory,  Colindale  Avenue, 
London,  N.W.9.  Notification  of  despatch 
would  be  given  by  Telephone  (Colindale  7041 ) . 

Section  VIII . Veneral  Diseases 


No  change 
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Section  IX 


Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  Infectious  Diseases  on  Ships 

Table  D 


Disease 

Number  of 
cases  during 
the  year 

' Passen-  : 

gers  ; Crew 

1 ! 

i 

——————  —i 

Number 
of  Ships 
Con- 
cerned 

Cases  landed  from  Ships 

J 

i 

from  Foreign  Ports 

Nil 

Nil  ' Nil 

i l 

Nil 

Cases  which  have  occurred 
on  Ships  from  Foreign 
Ports  but  have  been  dis- 
posed of  before  arrival 

Nil 

' ' J 

! 

Nil  Nil 

j 

1 

! 

Nil 

i ■■ 

Cases  landed  from  Other 

t ( 

. j 

» 

i 

Ships 

Nil 

Nil  j Nil 

i i 

Nil 

i 

J 

Section  X Observations  on  the  Occurrence  of  Malaria  in  Ships 
No  cases  were  reported. 

Section  XI  Measures  taken  against  Ships  Infected  with  or 

Suspected  for  Plague 


No  change 

Section  XII  Measures  against  Rodent  in  Ships  from  Foreign  Ports 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  Port  Authorities,  arrangements 
have  been  made  for:- 

(a)  All  ropes,  warpes,  etc.  used  for  mooring  the  ship  to  be 

fitted  with  canvas  rat-guards,  2ft.  long,  to  be  daily 
coated  with  tar,  or  fitted  with  shields,  or  discs.  All 
rat  guards  are  fitted  clear  of  the  ships  and  quay,  and  are 
adjusted  with  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide. 

(b)  No  gangways,  chutes  or  planks,  etc.,  connecting  the  ship 

to  the  shore,  except  those  in  actual  use,  are  permitted. 
Those  in  use  are  withdrawn  as  soon  as  possible  at  night. 

These  measures  are  carried  out  as  a practice  on  all 
vessels  from  African  Ports  and  grain-carrying  ships, 
when  conditions  in  the  latter  case  allow'  it. 
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1 .  Procedure  for  Inspection  of  Ships  for  Rats 


Regular  inspection  of  ships  are  carried  out  by  the  Port 
Health  Inspectors  and  Rodent  Operatives. 

2.  Arrangements  for  Bacteriological  or  Pathological  Examinations 

of  Rodents 

Post-mortem  examinations,  and  examinations  of  stained  films 
can  be  done  at  the  Port  Health  Office.  The  Norwich  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  is  also  available  for  bacteriological 
and  pathological  examinations. 

No  rats  were  examined  during  the  year. 

3.  Arrangements  in  the  District  for  Deratting  Ships,  the  Methods 

used,  etc. 

The  Port  is  an  approved  one  for  the  issue  of  De-Ratting 
Certificates  and  De-Ratting  Exemption  Certificates,  and  during 
the  year  30  De-Ratting  Exemption  Certificates  were  issued. 

Should  occasion  arise  for  a vessel  to  be  de-ratted,  a 
number  of  contracting  companies  who  specialise  in  this  work 
are  prepared  to  come  to  the  Port  to  carry  out  the  necessary  work 
A list  of  these  companies  has  been  sent  to  all  local  Shipping 
Agents.  The  methods  to  be  used  would  be  fumingation  by  HCN 
or  S03  trapping  or  poisoning. 

4.  Progress  in  the  Rat-Proofing  of  Ships 

Generally  satisfactory. 

Table  E 


Rodents  Destroyed  during  the  Year  in 

Ships  from  Foreign  Ports 

Category 

Number 

Black  Rats 

Nil 

Brown  Rats 

Nil 

Species  not  known 

Nil 

Sent  for  examination 

Nil 

Infected  with  Plague 

Nil  . 

Two  Rodent  Operatives  are  employed  jointly  by  the  King’s 
Lynn  Borough  and  Port  Health  Authority.  In  addition  to  the 
inspections  made  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer  and  Port  Public 
Health  Inspectors,  the  ships  in  the  Port,  Quay,  Wharves  and 
Warehouses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Docks  are  inspected  by  the 
Rodent  Operatives  systematically. 

In  general,  the  wharves  and  warehouses  are  of  modern 
construction  and  are  rat-proof. 
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Section  XIV  Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  193A/193B 


No  change 

Section  XV  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens  (Applicable  only  to 

for  the  Landing  of  Aliens') 


The  Port  is  not  a Port  that  is  approved  for  the  landing 
of  Aliens. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


CHIEF  PORT  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


IMPORTED  FOODSTUFFS 


The  routine  examination  of  foodstuff  entering  the  Port  of 
King’s  Lynn  continued.  This  examination  includes  the  sampling 
for  chemical  and  bacteriological  purposes  of  any  foodstuffs,  as 
and  v/hen  it  is  considered  necessary. 

In  order  to  carry  out  maximum  inspection,  a member  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectorate  visits  the  Docks  daily  to  examine 
both  incoming  foodstuffs  and  ships.  On  this  basis  it  has  been 
possible  to  bring  into  operation  an  effective  coverage  of  the 
duties  for  which  this  Authority  is  responsible  in  regard  to  the 
Port.  This  coverage  has  been  greatly  helped  and  expedited  by 
the  friendly  co-operation  of  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise 
for  which  I am  most  grateful. 

Weights  of  Imported  Foodstuff  the  Subject  of  Inspection  during  1968 


Commodity 

Cartons 

Tons 

Cwt 

Tinr  ed  Meat 

56367 

892 

9 

Fru: t and  Fruit  Juices 

3297 

125 

19 

Chec  se  Products 

4600 

1^- 

<M 

7 

Buti er  and  Cream 

3507 

56 

17 

Coni ectionery 

9691 

211 

4 

Mussels 

1350 

12 

9 

Vegetables  & Vegetable 
Juice 

393 

11 

10 

Cocoa  Butter 

1783 

50 

14 

Cocoa  Powder 

394 

105 

8 

Fish 

1764 

17 

7 

Lard 

5347 

60 

17 

Soup 

1398 

63 

0 

50 


Chemical  Analysis 


Sample 

Rep ort 

Ham  (2  samples) 

Genuine 

Sweets  (2  samples) 

Genuine 

Dairy  Cream 

Genuine 

Pork  Brawn 

Genuine 

Chipolatas 

Genuine 

Sausage  Meat 

Genuine 

Luncheon  Meat  (3  samples) 

Genuine 

Food  Rusks 

Genuine 

De-Hydrated  Onions 

Genuine 

Chicken  Fillets 

Genuine 

Plum  Butter 

Labelled  wrongly,  absence  of 
butter  fat  in  product.  Word 
butter  removed  from  desig- 
nation and  relabelled. 

Cod  Roe 

Genuine 

Skim  Milk  Powder 

^enuine 

De-Hydrated  Cooking  Beef 

Genuine 

Chicken  Curry  with  Rice 

Genuine 

Chopped  Ham  and  Pork 

Genuine 

Orange  Concentrate 

Genuine 

Fried  Herrings  in  Mushroom 

Sauce 

Genuine 

Pork  and  Cheese  Loaf 

Genuine 

Mustard  Powder 

Genuine 

Tinned  Mushroom  Chanterelles 

Genuine 

Sun  Flower  Oil 

Genuine 

Fillets  of  Herrings  in 

Curry  Sauce 

Genuine 

Fried  Herrings  in  Spirit  Vinegar 

Genuine 

Nut  Nougat  Spread 

Genuine 

Chicken  Fat 

Genuine 
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Bacteriological  Samples 


Sample 

1 Luncheon  Meat 


No  bacterial  growth 


Result 


3 Cooked  Chicken 
Portions 


Some  Coliform  Baccilli 
No  Salmonella  isolated 


The  report  on  cooked  chickens  related  to  vacuum  packed 
portions  and  concern  was  felt  regarding  this  type  of  product, 
particularly  the  risk  from  possible  mishandling.  It  was 
agreed  with  the  importer  that  all  instructions  regarding  this 
product  were  to  be  printed  in  English,  with  especial  emphasis 
on  handling  and  cooking. 

Subsequent  check  samples  proved  satisfactory. 


Water 


During  the  year,  2 bacteriological  samples  were  taken 
from  the  tanks  of  a barge  supplying  water  to  other  vessels. 
Both  of  these  were  satisfactory. 

1 sample  was  taken  from  a standpipe  used  for  filling 
ship’s  water  tanks  and  this  was  satisfactory. 

Conclusion 

I have  to  thank  the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs,  King's  Lynn 
Conservancy  Board,  British  Transport  Docks  Board,  Eastern  Sea 
Fisheries  Joint  Committee,  the  Shipping  Companies,  and  the 
owners  of  Commercial  Premises  on  the  Docks,  for  their  willing 
help  and  ready  co-operation. 


I have  the  honour  to  be 


Your  obedient  Servant 


C.T.  JONES 


Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


B.R.  BEAUMONT, 

Chief  Port  Health  Inspector 
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